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Dear Friends, 
 
This year, PEB is celebrating 20 years of denationalization. I want to take this opportunity to revisit 
where PEB was, and where we are now.  
 
Going back into the history and beginning with the missionary work in 1850's, historically there 
were 10 high schools, 4 boarding houses, and nearly 200 village primary schools in the Punjab. The 
Government nationalized our 10 schools in 1972. The quality of education and facilities 
declined.  You all are aware that the target audience of Presbyterians were the poorest of the 
poor.  During the nationalization period the boarding houses and the property management were 
with the Presbyterians. The local church in Pakistan had no resources and the Presbyterian 
educational work was being operated by managers of each school who would bring the reports to the 
Board. Lack of funds and lack of interest of the managers in most of the areas created more and more 
problems. In 1972 after denationalization, under the leadership of Mr. Mike Medley, the Presbyterian 
Education Board was registered in Pakistan under Society Act 1860 as an independent and 
autonomous Board. One room at 6 Empress Road was allocated as the PEB office. The office had only 
one employee. The office was operated from the briefcase of Mike Medley, and David Hudson 
subsequently. 
  
I joined in with Presbyterian work on 2 February 1998; we were 4 employees. The local resources 
were non-existent. The schools were not denationalized yet. I still remember my first visit to PEB’s 
school in Kasur with David Hudson, who was the Executive Secretary of PEB at that time. The 
academics were very below standard. The principal and 5 staff members were on leave, and students 
were all playing with 2 remaining teachers who were sitting under the sun.  To uplift the schools was 
a gigantic and impossible task. Many times, I wonder why I picked up this job. The only answer is 
God was in control. 
 
The denationalization process started in September 1998. The Government started returning the 
schools. Over 4 years we got 7 of the 10 Schools denationalized. The journey from there to now, with 
22 Schools and adding more, is a journey of God's people working hard with commitment, dedication 
and hard work. The beauty of Presbyterian Educational work in Pakistan and USA is that people in 
our system believe we all are called for the task, rather than this is a job. Many times, I have 
mentioned about the changes which have occurred since Friends of PEB joined hands. 
 
Good News to share 
In 1999, $13,463 was donated from the U.S. for PEB ministry and the local resources were 
$10,000. The schools were denationalized and it was hard for PEB to survive. We have moved from a 
very dark area to gray, and are now moving towards sunshine. The good news from Pakistan is that 
the efforts of our U.S. friends in providing new buildings for PEB schools and a safe and secure office 



space, have provided a new permanent life for PEB. In 2017, the funds received from FOPEB were 
$896,827 and local resources were $530,485. That is more than 60 times as much as in 1999! 
 
Student scholarships have increased significantly in recent years. Many more are still needed, 
especially in very poor areas such as Martinpur and Kasur. Flagship schools Kinnaird Academy, 
Sargodha Boys and Sangla Hill Girls, are helping us move towards sustainability.  
 
We are trying our level best to educate more and more Christian students. Enrollment is also 
increasing. We recently dedicated a new village primary school (VPS) with the help of SHE project. 
We are working on a proposal for more VPS’s, with the main objective to target the Christian 
children of the Punjab. Many of the Christian children are facing religious discrimination in their 
local Government schools. 
 
In the Fall of 2018 we plan to open a new school for boys in Pasrur, and to complete construction for 
the first phase of a new school building for the boys in Martinpur. 
 
Celebrating 20 years of Denationalization   
We are using the 'Here I am Lord' song to be played on Christian channels in Pakistan and to talk 
about the Presbyterian Schools. The PEB Team is planning different events to bring awareness to 
churches in the Punjab. They are also planning on small and big events which in November 2018. 
The PEB schools are organizing events in which they will be inviting their graduates to come and 
talk to the students and motivate them. The schools are also planning community based events to 
involve parents and local people. Details of this whole program will be shared with you all soon.  
 
Dear friends, your efforts are bearing fruit and will continue to educate more and more children in 
Pakistan. May God bless you all. May you all have a very blessed 2018. Thank you indeed for joining 
hands. 
 
Peace and Prayers, 

 
Veda Javaid Gill 
Executive Director, Presbyterian Education Board, Pakistan 
 
  
 


